The Memorial Site at the Thessaloniki University
Commemoration on Sunday, November 9th 2014
Dear Mr. Yiannis Boutaris, Mayor of Thessaloniki, 
Dear Mr. Pericles Mitkas, Rector of the Aristotle University, 

Dear Mr. Ioannis Millopoulos, Former Rector of the University,  

Her Excellency Mrs. Irit Ben-Aba, Israeli Ambassador to Greece

My friend, Mr. David Saltiel, the President of the JC of Thessaloniki,

Honorable guests, ladies and gentlemen, 

My friends – members of the Jewish Community of Thessaloniki,
I have an honor to great you in the name of all of your friends from the Jewish Communities around the world, and from a special friend of the Jewish Community of Thessaloniki, the Chairman of “Yad Vashem” museum of Jerusalem, Mr. Avner Shalev, that could not be here today with us.

This memorial site, that we are unveiling today on the ground of the Aristotle University in Thessaloniki in commemoration of the old Jewish cemetery that used to be one of the most important historical Jewish cemeteries in Europe of the first millennium, is a symbol of the new gesture of memory of the recent history that the Hellenic Republic is now drawing forward. 

The Jewish people around the world recognize the importance of the fight against Fascism and Nazism and their symbols that is recently handled in Greek public and media.
I want to take this opportunity to thank Prof. Milopoulos who was very emphatic and who encouraged the establishment of this memorial site in spite the difficulty and the complexity to keep this memorial site safe, complete and open to the public. 

I remember the first meeting that Mr. Saltiel and myself had with him in March 2012, in my previous position as the Chairman of the Board of Directors of the Academy of Art and Design “Bezalel” of Jerusalem, regarding this important project and I am very happy that the project that was on paper became now a reality!

Furthermore, I would like to take this opportunity to emphasize, as a friend of the people of Thessaloniki, that all of us around the world were more than positively encouraged and heartened by a small symbol-action by Mayor Boutaris during his swear for the second term in the City Hall of Thessaloniki. We believe that today’s ceremony represents the new spirit of the Hellenic Republic and the people of Thessaloniki toward the history of our nation.
I hope that the new proposed Holocaust Museum and Educational Centre, that will be established on the west side of this city, will follow this direction and will demonstrate to the new generations and the youngsters the important part of the Jewish life history of this city and I am devoting a lot of my time and energy for this important task.

Thank you again for the opportunity to be with you today.
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